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Derby, THOMAS STANLEY, IST
EARL OF (c. 1436-1504). English
soldier. The son of Thomas, Lord
Stanley, and
a great-grand-
s o n of Sir
John Stanley,
the founder
by a rich
marriage o f
the family for-
tunes, he first
appeared i n

Thomas, 1st Earl     public life dur-
of Derby          ing   the   Wars

After Holbein        of   the   Roses.

He married Eleanor, a sister of
Warwick, the king-maker, and like
him alternated between York and
Lancaster. He served Henry VI,
Edward IV, and Richard III, but
is better known for his connexion
with Henry VII, whose mother,
Margaret Beaufort, was his second
wife. To the last he remained un-
decided between Richard and
Henry, and at Bosworth held aloof
with his forces from the fight. On
the issue being decided he hailed
Henry as king, and was made earl
of Derby. He died July 29, 1504.
Derby, EDWARD GEOFFREY
STANLEY, UTH EARL OF (1799-
1869). British statesman. Born
a t Knowsley,
March 29,
1799, he was
the eldest son
of the 13th
earl, then Lord
Stanley. H e
was educated
at Eton and
Christ Church,
Oxford, and
won the chan-
cellor's prize
for Latin verse.

He entered the house of com-
mons in 1820 as M.P. for the small
bor. of Stockbridge, and soon
made a reputation as a speaker. He
was then a Whig. In 1826 he was
returned for Preston, where the
Stanley influence was supreme, and
in 1827 he was made under-secre-
tary for the colonies. Soon in op-
position again, he strenuously sup-
ported the Reform bill of 1832. In
1830 he had become chief secretary
for Ireland in Lord Grey's ministry
and, having been beaten at Preston,
had become M.P. for Windsor, and
in 1832 for North Lancashire.
Meanwhile, he was managing the
affairs of Ireland, then in a critical
condition, and was having his
famous verbal duels with O'Connell.
In 1833 Stanley entered the
cabinet as secretary for war and
the colonies, in which office he car-
ried the bill for freeing the slaves.

In 1834 Stanley, with others, left
the Whig government. He re-
mained a private member until
1841, when he became colonial
secretary under Peel, from whom
he separated when the Corn Laws
were repealed. In 1844 he entered
the house of lords, being called
there as Baron Stanley, and acted
as the leader of the party soon
known as the Conservative. In
1851 he succeeded to the earldom.
In 1852 Derby became premier
for the first time. He held the office,
however, for less than a year,
being defeated on the budget, and
for six years he was leader of the
opposition. In 1858 his second
term as premier began, but this too
was brief, as in June, 1859, the
franchise bill having proved un-
acceptable, he resigned. Seven
more years as leader of the opposi-
tion followed, then in 1866 Derby
became prime minister for the
third time. His govt. passed the
Reform Act of 1867. In 1868,
then in failing health, he resigned.
He died at Knowsley, Oct. 23,1869.
Derby stands in the line of the
great British statesmen who were
also scholars. He was greater, how-
ever, as an orator, and richly en-
dowed with the gift of making
Erompt and apt replies. Bulwer
ytton called him the Rupert of
Debate.

Derby, EDWARD HENRY STAN-
LEY,   15TH  EARL   OF   (1826-93).
British politician.    The eldest son
of    the    14th
earl, whom he
succeeded    i n
1869,   he   was
born  July  21,
1826,        and
educated     a t
Rugby     and
Trinity   Col-
lege,    Cam-
bridge     From    Edward, 15th Earl
1848-69      he          o! Derby

was Conservative M.P. for King's
Lynn. In 1852 he was under-
secretary for foreign affairs in his
father's first ministry; hi the second
(1858-59) he was secretary for the
colonies, president of the board of
control, and first secretary for
India, and in the third (1866-68)
foreign secretary.

Derby's Toryism was never
extreme; in some matters, not-
ably his dislike of war and his
interest in education, he was in
sympathy with quite another
school of thought, and he avowed
his admiration for J. S. Mill's
teaching. Invited in 1855 to
join the Liberal cabinet, he refused
to desert his party, and in 1874
was made foreign minister for the

Russell

second time. In 1878 came the
inevitable breach with the Tories.
Derby, who could not support
an aggressive policy with regard
to Russia, resigned, and in 1879
joined the Liberals. In 1882
Gladstone made him colonial
secretary, and he remained in
office until 1885. He died at
Knowsley, April 21, 1893, and
having no sons was succeeded by
his brother (v.i.). His Speeches
and Addresses appeared in 1894.

Derby,FREDERICKARTHURSTAN-

LEY, 16TH EARL OF (1841-1908).
British politician. Younger son of
the 14th earl,
he was born in
London, Jan.
15, 1841, and
educated a t
Eton. After
serving in the
Grenadier
Guards, 1858-
65,he was Con-
servative M.P.
for Preston,
1865-68, N.
Lanes., 1868-
85, and Black-
pool, 1885-86.
Created Baron Stanley of Preston
in 1886, he held office as civil lord
of the admiralty, secretary for war
and for the colonies, and president
of the board of trade. Lord Stan-
ley was gov.-gen. of Canada,
1888-93; first lord mayor of
Liverpool, 1895-96; mayor of
Preston, 1901-02 ; and first chan-
cellor of Liverpool university.
Made G.C.B., 1880, and K.G.,
1897, he succeeded his brother in
the earldom in 1893, and died
June 14, 1908.

Derby, EDWARD GEORGE VIL-
LIERS STANLEY, 17TH EARL OF
(1865-1948). British politician.
Born April 4,
1865, he was
educated a t
W e 11 i n g t on
College and
served for
some years in
the Grenadier
Guards. H e
entered the
house of com-
mons in 1892,
and during the earlier part of
the South African War was chief
press censor and private secretary
to Lord Roberts. In 1895, then
Lord Stanley, he joined the Con-
servative govt. as a lord of the
treasury and in 1900 became
financial secretary to the war
office, becoming P.M.G. 1903.
He succeeded to the earldom
in 1908. In 1915, as director-

Edward, 17th Earl
o! Derby
Russell